PRESS RELEASE
Community Solar for Area Schools Goes Live
If you’ve driven along I-94 just north of St. Joseph you may have see an emergence of solar panels. A new
28,000-panel project is now producing electricity, spread across 60 acres on the north and south side of 94.
The project will produce enough equivalent energy to power roughly 1,200 average Minnesotan homes.
Primary subscribers include the St. Cloud, Annandale and Paynesville School Districts, along with local
manufacturer Louis Industries. Louis Industries previously installed 500 kilowatts of panels on their roof in
2015 and decided to expand with Community Solar.
“Over the course of 25 years, subscribers to this solar garden should see total savings in excess of
$8,000,000,” said Eric Pasi, Chief Development Officer with IPS Solar. “We’re making a real difference both
economically and environmentally.” Pasi says that solar energy has benefits that extend beyond clean,
cost-efficient energy. “IPS Solar has been doing a lot of work with school districts and helping educators
incorporate STEM learning into their curriculum. These systems create data based on power performance,
solar irradiance and the weather. Students can chart that data, conduct experiments and learn about the
technology.” This fall, the company is hosting its second educator workshop in Red Wing, where the local
school district is leasing 40 acres for a large solar garden. “We’re excited to help educators with solar energy
coursework.”
Community Solar is a program, curated in Minnesota by Xcel Energy, that allows organizations and individuals
to “subscribe” with a local solar electric project, which is located somewhere in their community, not on their
roof. “The rates for solar gardens are often slightly less than current grid rates, and they offer a predictable
forecast of costs into the future,” said Pasi, the project’s co-developer and builder. “This is one of the nation’s
largest community solar projects. It’s really incredible to see the results of our two-year long effort.”
The project was co-developed by Maryland-based New Energy Equity and will be owned long-term by eastcoast utility Washington Gas Energy Systems. This is one of many projects being brought online by the IPS
Solar project team over the next 12 months around the state of Minnesota, including the Green Line Solar
Project in St. Paul.
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