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COCO

A Solar Garden for the Community
The Community Solar Garden locted on the rooftop at Shiloh Temple International Ministries is one of the 
first solar gardens in Minneapolis, but that isn’t what stands out to Shiloh Temple’s pastor, Bishop Richard 
Howell. What stands out to Bishop Howell is the impact it will have on the surrounding North Minneapolis 
community. 

“This is a triumphant moment for our community.” says Howell  “And I’m proud to be a part of the process of 
restoring economic justice to our community.” 

Shiloh Temple 

Every aspect of the garden is community focused. IPS Solar’s install crew consisted of local community 
members hired through a jobs training program and unlike most gardens, congregation members, 
neighborhood residents, and local businesses will be invited to subscribe first. “To me and my family it means 
an awesome opportunity.” said Noy Koumalasy, a north Minneapolis resident “Once we subscribe to the array 
it will definitely mean less bills for me.” 

An Opportunity for Everyone 
Many other solar gardens being developed only allow large corporations or local governments to subscribe. 

This garden will demonstrate a new model for 
community solar gardens by locating clean energy 
in a low-income community of color, creating green 
jobs for local residents, and making sure that low-
income families have access to community solar.

630 Panels
Roof Ballasted

242,760
Kilowatt hours per year

“That is what inclusion looks like. That’s 
what progress looks like” -  Jacob Frey                                                                                                            
Mayor of Minneapolis 

CASE STUDY

40 Homes
Powered Per Year

398,301
Pounds of Offset CO2



CASE STUDY
Bringing a Community Together
Faith groups, businesses, and organizations from across the community banded together to create this 
positive change for their community. The design and construction of the system, job training for the install 
crew, and community engagement & organizational support were all provided by local institutions.

Julia Nerbonne, executive director of Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light, believes that solar has the power 
to connect communities in a unique way. “One of the cool things about this project is that Masjid An Nur, a 
mosque, and Shiloh Temple, a large African American church, are working together to make this happen.” 

Bishop Howell of Shiloh Temple agrees. “Isn’t that amazing that we can get along?” says Howell. “We 
may have different viewpoints and Ideologies, but isn’t it amazing how we can work together and make a 
difference in our community?” 

A Coalition for Good 
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