SOLAR &
SCHOOLS
SAVE MONEY ON ELECTRICITY
Installing solar panels can greatly reduce your school’s electricity bill saving significant money in
the long run. Just ask Mounds View School District which installed solar on 13 buildings and will
reduce energy costs by $2 million over the next 25 years. By going solar your school can also protect
against rising electricity costs. Signing a contract to go solar with IPS allows schools to guarantee
their electricity prices for up to 20 years, saving districts money and making budgeting easier.

PROVIDE A UNIQUE LEARNING OPPORTUNITY
Schools have an enormous incentive to go solar, not just to save money, but to create an energy-

SUNRISE
PROGRAM

and sustainability-conscious student body. IPS embraced the opportunity to educate the next
generation of energy leaders and created the Sunrise Program. This program is dedicated to
developing innovative and engaging educational content about solar energy. Our Sunrise Program
offers schools three approaches — classroom presentations, fully developed STEM curricula and
professional development – that can be mixed and matched to best serve each community.

REDUCE YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), generating electricity contributes over
one-third of all greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. Solar power is a renewable substitute
for fossil-fuel-burning power plants, which emit greenhouse gases that lead to climate change.
Switching to solar energy is one of the biggest changes we can make in our communities to curb
climate change. With rising concerns about our carbon footprint and the mounting cost of energy,
solar is a wise investment for the health of the environment and generations to come.

NO COST UPFRONT
In most cases, solar doesn’t require any upfront
investment on behalf of the district.
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HOW IT WORKS
Utility Bill Credits - Your solar installation will generate power that

SOLAR
OPERATOR

Our Schools:
From elementary schools to

is sold to your utility; you receive credits on your utility bill that are generated

universities, IPS has delivered

by the purchased energy.

savings and energy.

Solar Payments - Your school will make monthly payments to
IPS which help to pay for both the initial solar installation and ongoing
maintenance.

Maintenance - IPS will maintain and service the equipment long-term
to ensure your system is performing.

GETTING STARTED
If you receive a utility bill from a participating utility you qualify.

Our process is simple:
1. Develop a Feasibility Report

Annadale Schools (3)
Becker High School
Breck School
Chisago Lakes Schools (5)
Fairbault Schools (3)
Holdingford Schools (2)
Hopkins High
Macalester College (2)
Metropolitan State (2)
Northland College
Mounds Park Academy
Mounds View Schools (13)
Rockford Schools (2)
St Cloud Schools (3)
Twin Oaks Middle School
Waconia High School
Willmar Junior High School

2. Application submission
3. Roof lease
4. Power Purchase Agreement (PPA)
* 20 years
* Up to 15% discount on energy

Learn more at:

ips-solar.com/schools
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